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Spring 2022 Arts of Asia Lecture Series 
Gifts of Rivers and Resources: Art and Power in Ancient Asia 

Sponsored by the Society for Asian Art 
 

Regimes of Mobilities: Culture, Economy, and the Early Central Asian Powers 
Bryan K. Miller, University of Michigan  

March 18, 2022 
 
Cultures/Societies: 
 

Saka, Scythian (mid first millennium BCE) 
 
Xiongnu (2nd century BCE – 2nd century CE) 
Yuezhi 
Wusun 
Kangju 
 
Kushan (1st – 3rd century CE) 
 
Sogdians (3rd – 8th century CE) 

 
Suggested Readings: 
 

Rudenko, Sergei I. 1970. Frozen Tombs of Siberia: The Pazyryk Burials of Iron Age Horsemen. 
Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Linduff, Katheryn M. and Karen S. Rubinson. 2022. Pazyryk Culture Up in the Altai. New York: 
Routledge. 
 
Stark, Sören and Karen S. Rubinson, with Zainolla S. Samashev and Jennifer Y. Chi, eds. 2012. 
Nomads and Networks: The Ancient Art and Culture of Kazakhstan. New York: Institute for the Study 
of the Ancient World and Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press. 
 
Simpson, St John and Svetlana Pankova, eds. 2017. Scythians: Warriors of Ancient Siberia. London: 
Trustees of the British Museum and Thames & Hudson. 
 
Roberts, Rebecca ed. 2021. Gold of the Great Steppe. Cambridge: Fitzwilliam Museum. 
 
Brosseder, Ursula and Bryan K. Miller, eds. 2011. Xiongnu Archaeology: Multidisciplinary 
Perspectives on the First Steppe Empire in Central Asia. Bonn Contributions to Asian Archaeology, 
vol.5. Bonn: VFG-Arch Press. 
 
Miller, Bryan K. and Ursula Brosseder. 2017. Global Dynamics in Local Processes of Iron Age Inner 
Asia. In: T. Hodos, ed., The Routledge Handbook of Archaeology and Globalization. New York: 
Routledge, 470-487. 
 
Brosseder, Ursula and Bryan K. Miller. 2018. Global Networks and Local Agents in the Iron Age 
Eurasian Steppe. In: N. Boivin and M. Frachetti, eds., Globalization in Prehistory: Contact, Exchange 
and ‘People Without History’. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 162-183. 
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Hiebert, Fredrik and Pierre Cambon, eds., 2008. Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National 
Museum, Kabul. Washington, DC: National Geographic. 
 
The Sogdians: Influencers on the Silk Roads. Smithsonian (Freer Gallery of Art & Arthur M. Sackler 
Gallery) - https://sogdians.si.edu/  


