
 1 

Fall 2020 Arts of Asia Lecture Series 
Heroes & Villains in Asian Art and Culture 
Sponsored by the Society for Asian Art 

 
Dīvs and Dragons as Adversaries: Rostam Faces his Zoroastrian Demons  

Touraj Daryaee, University of California, Irvine 
September 11, 2020 

 
I. Shahnameh of Ferdowsī: Persian Epic 

 
1. Translation in English online: The Epic of Kings, by Ferdowsi, written 1010 

A.C.E., translated by Helen Zimmern 
http://classics.mit.edu/Ferdowsi/kings.html 

2. Translation in English: D. Davis, The Shahnameh: The Persian Book of Kings, 
Penguin Classics, 2007. 

3. Translation with beautiful images: Ahmad Sadri & Hamid Rahmanian, 
Shahnameh: The Epic of the Persian Kings, Liveright; Illustrated Edition, 2017. 

4. Shahnameh & Stories: R. Karanjia 
https://ramiyarkaranjia.com/stories-from-the-shahnameh/ 

 
II. Shahnameh Illustrated: 
 

1. Interactive: Kingorama 
https://www.kingorama.com/ 
 

III. Shahnameh Manuscripts: 
 
1. Shahnama Project (Cambridge) 

http://shahnama.lib.cam.ac.uk/ 

IV. Rostam, Texts: 
 
1. Rostam: Tales of Love and War from the Shahnameh, Penguin Classics, 2009. 
2. Matthew Arnold’s Sohrab and Rustum and Other Poems, by Matthew Arnold, 

2012. 
3. J.W. Clinton, The Tragedy of Sohrab and Rostam: From the Persian National 

Epic, University of Washington Press, 1988. 
 
Graphic Novels on Rostam: 
1. Rostam: Tales from the Shahnameh series:  

http://www.thebooksinmylife.com/2011/03/shahnamah-ferdowsi-persian-book-
of.html 

2. Shahnameh for Kids: The Mighty Rostam, illustrated by A. Rozegar & M. 
Amante, 2018. 
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3. Rostam, Battle with the Deevs, Tales from the Shahnameh, R. Napton et. al., 
Hyperwerks, 2009. 

 
V. Films & Reports: 

 
1. Rustam and Suhrab, Director: Boris Kimyagarov, Soviet Union, 1973: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuyCeiLnH_w Russian version 
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efmxpgA2u0Y, Tajikestan, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efmxpgA2u0Y. Tajik Version 
3. Nowruz Shahnameh Special: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwPxGeOuEnQ 
 

VI. Opera & Music: 
 
1. Rostam and Sohrab, composer: Loris Tjeknavorian, 1988. 
2. Shahnameh: Shahram Nazeri 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJhHRVsu23E 
3. Hooman Khalatbari and Simorq Orchestra, Homayoun Shajarian 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_UiKVdOBpE 
 

VII. Audio: 
 
1. Rostam & Esfandiyar: Persian recitation from the Shahnameh 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbtOckocpH4 
 

VIII. Video Performance: 
 
1. Gurdafarid and Suhrab // Performances: 

https://vimeo.com/268865001 
2. Love Stories of the Shahnameh: Sh. Moshkinghalam & Gordafarid: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Th3YYmIrdr0 
Love Stories of the Shahnameh: Sh. Moshkinghalam & Gordafarid: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TU0u2uoODE 

3. Shahnameh Recitation from Iran: Amir Sadeghi 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9JEdSQijmI 
 


