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Records of the Grand Historian, “Basic Annals of the First Emperor of Qin”
In the tenth month of his 37th year (210 BCE), while touring his empire, the First Emperor ascended
mount Kuaiji and made an offering to Yu the Great. Facing toward the Southern Sea he erected a stone
table on which was inscribed a hymn in praise of the virtue of Qin. The text is as follows:
EHAREL, PN, EEERE.
The August Emperor, excellent and strong,
Having pacified and unified all under the canopy of Heaven,
His virtue and beneficence will last forever.
=tH-tE, BERT, MR
In the thirty-seventh year of his reign,
He personally toured all under Heaven,
Making a circuit of inspection of the distant quarters.
rEEE, SHEn, MER.
He then ascended Mount Kuaiji,
Having understood and examined the practices and customs,
The black-haired people were careful and respectful.
B, ARFL, BESH.
All his subjects celebrated his merits,
Having followed to their source the tracks of his deeds,
They returned to the principles both lofty and bright.
ZERE, meEfy, HREE.
The Sage of Qin having taken over the government of the state,
Having first fixed the chastisements and titles,
Clearly set forth the old statutes.
HIrika, AR, BASLIEH .
Having for the first time made uniform the laws and the models,
And carefully distinguished the powers and functions of offices,
He thereby established the immutable and the constant.
ANEBEM, FRWM, RRHEH.
The Six Kings had abrogated to themselves the right to rebel,
Greedy and tyrannical, arrogant and violent,
They led their masses to strengthen themselves.
RIEEAT, BB, WEF k.
Cruel and self-indulgent,
Made haughty by their use of force,
They frequently mobilized their soldiers.
ZEEAE, UHSH, TR
Quietly conspiring and exchanging secret messages,
To serve an alliance that united the north and south,
They sought to accomplish their evil designs.
WERFERE, ShARIE, EEMIR.
Within they covered up their deceitful schemes,
While without they came to encroach on our borders,
Thus giving rise to the disasters and calamities.
RGK L, ZRENE, ALK .
With righteousness power he punished them,
Exterminated and extinguished their violence and rebellions,
These troublemakers and brigands were annihilated.
BIERE, NG, SR,
His sageness and his virtue are broad and profound,
All within the Six Harmonies,
Are blessed by his limitless bounty.



2P, RIEEFE, HTHRE.
The August Emperor having united the universe,
Listens impartially to the myriad matters,
The far and the near are both rendered completely clear.
EHEY), BRFE, SHHA.
He wields principles amongst the crowd of beings,
Testing and examining the truth of a matter,
And for each recording his proper title.
HARE, EABRAT, REARETE.
The noble and the base, both equally penetrated,
The good and their opposite both being arrayed before him,
There is no fact that remains hidden from him.
#iEER, ATrmE, HAEAH.
If one hides a transgression while proclaiming righteousness,
If a woman already with children gets married,
She has abandoned her dead husband and is not chaste.
B b A, AEIERETR, B B
He has built barriers between the inner and the outer,
Forbidding and preventing licentiousness and excess,
Thus men and women remain pure and true.
REaf, S|, BRERE.
When a man enters the house of another to behave like a swine,
He who kills him is not guilty of a crime,
Thus men will observe the statutes of justice.

ERIRE, TAEE, BALRRE .

When a woman flees her husband to marry another,
Children lose their mother,

All reform themselves to be modest and pure.

KigwEM, RTAR, ZEHARL.

His Grand Government purifies customs,

All under Heaven receive his beneficent influence,
And are blessed by his fortunate rules.
LWL, MZE, RANES .
All adhere to the measures and pathways,
Harmonious and peaceful they make efforts,
None not abiding by the commands.
BEmR, NERRA, FERT.
The black-haired people cultivate purity,
Men gladly identify with the rules,
Happily preserve the Great Peace.

RAZEL, WA MM, B AE

Posterity will reverently receive the laws,

An immutable order without end,
Neither cart nor boat will be tipped over.

PR, R A, JeTEARE.

His followers and servants singing of his strength,
Request to carve their praise upon this stone,
Brightly handing down this excellent inscription.

[According to those who saw the original tablet the inscription was written by Li Si and each character was four inches

in height.]
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