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Dispersal	  of	  Austronesians	  (people	  speaking	  languages	  
related	  to	  those	  now	  used	  in	  much	  of	  island	  Southeast	  
Asia	  and	  parts	  of	  the	  mainland)	  

approx.	  5000-‐3000	  BCE,	  and	  continuing	  

Beginning	  of	  Bronze	  Age	  in	  some	  areas	  of	  Southeast	  
Asia	  

perhaps	  approx.	  2000	  BCE	  

Trade	  and	  exchange	  around	  Bay	  of	  Bengal	  area	   beginning	  from	  approx.	  1000-‐500	  BCE	  

Dongson	  bronze-‐iron	  culture	  (northern	  Vietnam)	   approx.	  700	  BCE-‐200	  CE	  

Early	  Sanskrit	  inscriptions	   400-‐500	  CE	  

	  

Some Kingdoms or Cultural Spheres   (These are particularly important in relation to the 
Asian Art Museum’s collection.  Many other kingdoms and polities existed before, simultaneously 
with, and after these.) 

Name Location Date Important artistic remains.  
(An asterisk* means that 
these are included in the 
Asian Art Museum’s 
collections) 
 

Pagan	   central	  Burma	  
	  

approx.	  1000-‐1300	   Ananda	  Temple,	  many	  
other	  important	  
temples,	  sculpture*,	  
votive	  tablets*	  
	  

Hanthawaddy	  
(Hamsavadi,	  Pegu)	  

southern	  Burma	  
	  
	  

1287-‐1539	   Sculpture,	  gold	  
reliefs*,	  glazed	  ceramic	  
reliefs*	  
	  

Toungoo	   central	  Burma	  
	  

1510-‐1752	   	  

	   	   	   	  
Dvaravati	   central	  and	  

northeastern	  Thailand	  
	  

approx.	  650-‐950	   Temples,	  sculpture*	  



Sukhothai	   north-‐central	  Thailand	  
	  

approx.	  1250-‐1450	   Wat	  Mahathat	  and	  
other	  temples,	  
sculpture*,	  ceramics*	  
	  

Lan	  Na,	  centered	  on	  
Chiang	  Mai	  

northern	  Thailand	  
	  
	  

approx.1300-‐1550	   The	  “Seven	  Spired”	  
Temple	  and	  other	  
temples,	  sculpture*,	  
ceramics*	  
	  

Ayutthaya	   central	  and	  north-‐
central	  Thailand	  
	  

approx.	  1351-‐1767	   Wat	  Ratchaburana,	  
Wat	  Chaiwatthanaram,	  
and	  other	  temples,	  
sculpture*,	  ceramics*	  
	  

Bangkok	   	   Thailand	  
	  

1782-‐present	   Royal	  Palace,	  “Temple	  
of	  the	  Emerald	  
Buddha,”	  Wat	  Phra	  
Chettuphon	  (Wat	  Pho),	  
and	  other	  temples	  and	  
buildings,	  sculpture*,	  
paintings*,	  illustrated	  
manuscripts,	  
ceramics*,	  textiles*,	  
decorative	  arts*,	  
furniture*,	  theatrical	  
arts*,	  puppets*	  
	  

	   	   	   	  
Lan	  Xang	   Laos	   1353–1707	  

	  
Temples,	  sculpture*	  

	   	   	   	  
	  
Angkor	  	  

Cambodia,	  parts	  of	  
Thailand	  and	  Vietnam	  
	  

approx.	  800-‐1450	   Angkor	  Wat,	  the	  
Bayon,	  and	  many	  other	  
major	  monuments,	  
sculpture*,	  ceramics*,	  
ritual	  arts*	  
	  

	   	   	   	  
Champa	   coastal	  central	  and	  

southern	  Vietnam	  
	  

approx.	  750-‐1475	   Many	  major	  temples,	  
sculpture*,	  ceramics*	  

Dai	  Viet	   northern	  Vietnam	   approx.	  1000-‐1500	  
	  
Sculpture,	  ceramics*	  

	   	   	   	  
Srivijaya	   parts	  of	  Java,	  Sumatra,	  

and	  peninsular	  
Malaysia	  
	  

approx.	  650-‐1250	   Sculpture*	  

Sanjaya/Shailendra	   Parts	  of	  Java	  and	  
Sumatra	  
	  

approx.	  750-‐929	   Borobudur,	  other	  
temples,	  sculpture*	  

Singhasari	  	   parts	  of	  Java,	  Sumatra,	  
and	  Borneo	  
	  

1222–1292	   Candi	  Singhasari,	  other	  
temples,	  sculpture*	  
	  



Majapahit	   parts	  of	  Java;	  probably	  
also	  parts	  of	  Sumatra,	  
Borneo,	  Sulawesi,	  and	  
peninsular	  Malaysia	  
	  

	  1292–approx.	  1500	   Temples,	  sculpture*,	  
terracotta	  figures	  and	  
objects*	  

Malacca	  Sultanate	   parts	  of	  Peninsular	  
Malaysia	  and	  Sumatra	  
	  

1403-‐1511	   	  

	   	   	   	  
Spanish	  Philippines	   Philippines	   1521-‐1898	   Churches	  and	  other	  

buildings,	  sculpture,	  
painting*,	  textiles*	  
	  

	  

Colonial and Post-Colonial History 

The	  British	  conquered	  Burma	  in	  stages	  during	  the	  19th	  century,	  and	  by	  1885	  all	  of	  Burma	  had	  become	  part	  of	  
British	  India.	  

The	  Spanish	  lost	  colonial	  control	  of	  the	  Philippines	  to	  the	  Americans	  in	  1898.	  

After	  years	  of	  French	  encroachments	  Vietnam	  and	  Cambodia	  together	  became	  French	  Indochina	  in	  1887;	  Laos	  was	  
added	  in	  1893.	  

After	  Dutch	  trading	  in	  the	  islands	  since	  1600,	  by	  about	  1800	  parts	  of	  Java,	  Sumatra,	  and	  the	  Maluku	  Islands	  (=	  	  The	  
Moluccas,	  also	  “Spice	  Islands”)	  were	  under	  Dutch	  colonial	  control.	  By	  the	  early	  20th	  century	  the	  rest	  of	  today’s	  
Indonesia	  had	  become	  part	  of	  	  the	  Dutch	  East	  Indies.	  

By	  1826	  the	  British	  had	  taken	  control	  of	  Singapore	  and	  parts	  of	  today’s	  Malaysia.	  By	  1909	  the	  rest	  of	  Peninsular	  
Malaysia	  had	  become	  British	  protectorates.	  

Most	  of	  Southeast	  Asia	  was	  brought	  under	  Japanese	  control	  during	  World	  War	  II.	  

After	  the	  war	  Southeast	  Asian	  colonized	  Southeast	  Asian	  countries	  achieved	  independence.	  

In	  1967	  Indonesia,	  Malaysia,	  the	  Philippines,	  Singapore	  and	  Thailand	  formed	  ASEAN	  (The	  Association	  of	  Southeast	  
Asian	  Nations).	  Since	  then	  Vietnam,	  Laos,	  Burma	  (Myanmar),	  and	  Cambodia	  have	  joined.	  The	  combined	  population	  
of	  ASEAN	  is	  about	  600	  million,	  or	  nearly	  9%	  of	  the	  world	  total.	  If	  combined,	  the	  	  ASEAN	  economies	  	  would	  be	  the	  
world’s	  ninth	  largest.	  

	  

Language families of Southeast Asia (national languages in bold) 

• Austro-‐Asiatic	  
o Vietnamese	  
o Khmer	  (Cambodian)	  
o Mon	  
o Small	  upland	  languages	  

	  
• Austronesian	  

o In	  Indonesia	  and	  Malaysia	  



 Javanese	  (76	  million)	  
 Malay/Indonesian	  (45	  million	  native,	  ~250	  million	  total)	  
 Sundanese	  (27	  million)	  
 Madurese	  (14	  million)	  
 Minangkabau	  (7	  million)	  
 Batak	  (7	  million,	  all	  dialects)	  
 Balinese	  (4	  million)	  
 Etc.	  

o In	  The	  Philippines	  
 Filipino/Tagalog	  (47	  million	  native,	  ~90	  million	  total)	  
 Cebuano	  (19	  million	  native,	  ~30	  million	  total)	  
 Ilokano	  (8	  million	  native,	  ~10	  million	  total)	  
 Etc.	  

• Hmong–Mien	  (or	  Miao–Yao)	  
	  

• Tai-‐Kadai	  
o Central	  Thai	  
o Northern	  Thai	  
o Lao	  
o Shan	  
o Small	  upland	  languages	  

	  
• Tibeto-‐Burman	  

o Burmese	  
o Karen	  
o Small	  upland	  languages	  
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