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Key Events in Early Islamic History

570
610
622
632

Birth of Prophet Muhammad in Mecca
Muhammad begins to receive revelations of the Qur’an at Mecca (at age of 40)
Muhammad and his followers migrate to Medina (hijri Islamic calendar begins)

Death of Muhammad in Medina

Principal Islamic Dynasties

632-661

661-750

750-1258

819-1005

909-1171

1038-1194

1169-1260

1250-1517

“Rightly Guided” caliphs
Arabia, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Egypt
Umayyads
Capital at Damascus; Arabia, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, North Africa, Central Asia
Abbasids
Capitals at Baghdad, Samarra; Arabia, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, No. Africa, Central Asia
Samanids
Capital at Nishapur; Khorasan (Eastern Iran) and Transoxiana
Fatimids
Capital at Cairo; North Africa, Egypt, Syria
Seljuqgs
Iraq, Iran, Central Asia Syria; Anatolia (1194-1308)
Ayyubids
Capital at Damascus; Egypt, Syria, south-eastern Anatolia, Yemen
Mamluks

Capital at Cairo; Egypt, Syria, Arabia
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1256-1353 likhanids (Mongols)

Various capitals, including Tabriz; Iran

1370-1506 Timurids
Main capitals at Samargand and Herat; Transoxiana, Iran
1501-1732 Safavids
Main capitals at Qazvin and Isfahan; Iran and Afghanistan
1526-1858 Mughals
Main capitals at Delhi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri, Lahore; India
1281-1924 Ottomans
Capital at Istanbul; Anatolia, Arabia, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, No. Africa, the Balkans
1779-1924 Qajars

Capital at Tehran; Iran

QIPCHAQ STEPPE
Aral Sea

.
Poiticrs

}; L. Batkhash

5,
¥ . > KH’ "A ST "’v,) MUGHULISTAN
F .7
. Khiva s 3
2\ TRANSOXIANA/ S TIEN SHAN
Toledo = 2 = \,\b Q, \ Bukhara \,/1 FARGHANEH
A s & - = el SBura (VT eSivay %, ® ¢ Samarqand e
VN E }\'u{?h)k? v\"“ Kayseri ® Do v y cz"; @Shahr-i Sabe sfade
“Palerm < kT Ny » Gynbad-i Qabus \,\ -

2]

R Marve 2,
chivan SRAPNE Spgichbag @ Balkh

=1
5, Beysehif Konya ”Wi(M" & al
2 Pt 3 @
Ak;’-yo“ Mgl $

E < 2 . : $  ®oumghes KHURASAN
Rhbse Thonkeen Qa“lah Bam!i;mmad Yayraw - q;a 'F;R‘ o . my\,.Knhm "o Sjay  ®Kbul KASHMIR
» - LY~ o4 o4 Palyn B Mikavand Herae R
£& MAGHRIB ol e o ONiyin e N

FRIQIYAH Terssaich, *Dowascy & SSS o SR gYizd Ry —
®Marrakesh > u.%.l Buste ®Quudshar § ALsporg ™,

Cudal ®Kirpisn = Vanipat

~

P ety
RAIASTHANE, Y o
2 3 3 E ]
SIND TP Gupp e

Ajper ~
Karachi Alizhabad

SAHARA

R. Ganges {raur

Bamascus
§ SYRIA
8va of Galitee
= Nazareth
- ‘A)'gjalu[
Fo- Jericho “Amman
[— Khirbat al-Mafjar .
——/ 0 500 1000 1500 km.
F - Jerusatem g b Qusays C1‘\1':&1’3}) [ ) i '
if Dead Sea ® Mshatta ltl

(Image source: Barbara Brend, Islamic Art, 1991)

Selected suggested readings (available in AAM library)

Bloom, Jonathan & Sheila Blair. Islamic Arts. London : Phaidon Press, 1997
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Ettinghausen, Richard, Oleg Grabar, Marilyn Jenkins-Madina. Islamic Art and Architecture, 650-1250. New
Haven & London : Yale University Press, 2001

Blair, Sheila S. and Jonathan M. Bloom. The Art and Architecture of Islam, 1250-1800. New Haven &
London : Yale University Press, 1994

Masterpieces from the Department of Islamic Art in The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Edited by Maryam D.
Ekhtiar, Priscilla P. Soucek, Sheila R. Canby and Navina Najat Haidar. New York, New Haven & London :
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, distributed by Yale University Press, 2011

Irwin, Robert. Islamic Art in Context: Art, Architecture and the Literary World. New York: H. N. Abrams,

1997

Other useful sources

Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/

John L. Esposito, Oxford Dictionary of Islam (New York, 2013)

Encyclopedia of Islam (5 volumes; available in AAM library)

Lecture Outline

VL.
VII.

VIII.

Introduction

Islam and the Prophet Muhammad

Outward spread: Umayyads and Abbasids (650-1258)

The Arab world: Fatimids, Ayyubids, Mamluks (11“‘—12th centuries)

Rise of Persian dominance: Seljugs and regional dynasties (12”‘—13th centuries)
Persian dominance: llkhanids and Timurids (13“‘—15th centuries)

The age of Great Empires: Ottomans, Safavids, Mughals (16”'—19th centuries)

Modern world: Ottomans, Qajars, European imperialism (19th century—WWI)
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