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Key Terms in Modern and Contemporary Japanese Art: 

Nihonga: neo-traditional form of painting originating in Meiji period and continuing 
through today 

Yôga: painting in media originating in Europe (oils, watercolors, pencil or pastel drawing); 
practiced most vigorous in the Meiji, Taishô, and Shôwa periods, through the 1960s 

Nanga: a Japanese version of Chinese literati or Southern School painting; originating in 
the Edo period, practiced in the Meiji period, and revived in the Taishô and pre-WWII 
Shôwa periods 

Creative prints: (sôsaku hanga): form of prints first practiced in early 20th century; the artist 
controls all aspects of production (self-designed, self-carved, self-printed) 

Mingei: folk crafts, featured in a movement spearheaded by Yanagi Muneyoshi 

Photojournalism (hôdô shashin): form of photography that saw its first heyday in the 1930s 
in the context of militarization and state propaganda  

New prints (shin hanga): revivalist form of prints first practiced in the early 20th century; 
made collaboratively (by designer-artist, carver, printer) under direction of a publisher 

War painting (sensôga): paintings in support of Japan’s war efforts, usually identified with 
World War II 

Gendai bijutsu: contemporary art (beginning in the 1960s) that operates outside of the art 
establishment (nihonga and yôga), often understood to have a connection with so-called 
“international” (European or American) art worlds 

 

Historical Timeline 

Meiji  1904-5  Russo-Japanese War 
(1868-1912) 1904   Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St. Louis 

1907   Inauguration of national salon (the Bunten) 
1910   Annexation of Korea; Japan-British Exposition 

Taishô   1912   Death of Meiji emperor; inaug. of Taishô emperor 
(1912-1926) 1914-18  World War I; Japan at war with Germany 

1915   Panama-Pacific Exposition, San Francisco 



Shôwa 1926   Death of Taishô emperor, inaug. of Shôwa emp. (Hirohito) 
(1926-1989) 1931   Manchurian Incident, Manchukuo puppet state 

1933  Japan withdraws from League of Nations 
1937  War with China 
1939-40 New York World’s Fair, San Francisco Golden Gate Fair 
1941  Attack on Pearl Harbor, Pacific War begins 
1942  Internment of Americans of Japanese descent 
1945  Atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki; end of war 
1945-52 Occupation of Japan, US-Japan Mutual Security Treaty 
1960  Renewal of Mutual-Security Treaty 
1964  Tokyo Summer Olympics, bullet train unveiled 
19  Vietnam War,  

Heisei  1989   Death of Hirohito, inaug. of Heisei emp., fall of Berlin Wall 
(1989-) 1986-1991 Bubble economy 

2011  Earthquake and tsunami 
2014  Tokyo selected for 2020 Summer Olympics  
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