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Study Guide:

International Buddhist Art Style
cosmopolitanism

Buddhist kingship
utopia of a Buddhist state
cakravartin (universal monarch)
King Asoka
Avatamsaka doctrine (translated as Flower Ornament; Ch. Huayan #£&; J. Kegon) as state
ideology in China and Japan; based on the Avatamsaka Sitra, or Flower Ornament
Siitra)

Three important Buddhist pilgrim-monks
Xuanzang % #& (ca. 602-64), 16-year pilgrimage to India via the land route to visit sacred
Buddhist sites, 62845
Doji JE % (d. 744), traveled to China from 702 to 718
Jianzhen # B (688-763; known in Japan as Ganjin), master of Buddhist precepts and who
finally reached Japan in late 753, on his sixth attempt to cross the East China Sea

Important locales
Bodhgaya, in Bihar, eastern India; Mahabodhi Temple, pilgrimage site
Chang’an: Tang capital
Luoyang: eastern capital of the Tang; as Divine Capital (Shendu ##[) during the reign of
Wu Zetian
Heijokyo (Nara): capital of Japan during the Late Nara period; modelled after Chang’an

Important rulers and reign dates

China:

Emperor Taizong A% (r. 626-49)

Gaozong =55 (r. 649-83)

Wu Zhao H 2 (a.k.a.Wu Zetian I HI°K), consort of Emperor Gaozong; founded the Zhou
J& dynasty (690—705)

Zhongzhong H17% (r. 684, 705-10)

Emperor Ruizhong %57 (r. 684-90, 710-12)



Japan:

Shomu tennd B2 3K & (r. 724-49)

Komyo Y68 (701-60), Shomu’s queen consort

Koken-Shotoku tennd 2 #—FRIE K & (r. 749-58, 765-70), Shomu’s daughter

Great Buddhist monasteries and complexes

Bodhgaya: Mahabodhi Temple; Nalanda Monastery nearby

Chang’an: Ci’en Monastery #& & 5¥ with its Dayanta K5 (Large Wild Goose Pagoda);
Ximingsi 78 B <F; Dayunjing Monastery K ZZ&L=F (also Dayun Monastery K ZZ<F) as
head of state monasteries system

Luoyang: Celestial Hall (tiantang X ), Bright Hall (mingtang B &), and the Palace
Chapel (neidaochang WNi&1%) inside the Imperial Palace; Da Foshoujisi K f##% 505
(also Jing’aisi A % 5F); Da Fuxiansi K% 55 5F; Longmen #E [ cave-temple nearby

Heijokyd (Nara): Daianji K% 5F; Todaiji * K=F (Great Eastern Monastery, as
headquarters of the kokubunji [E4}<F state monastery system, its Daibutsuden, or Great
Buddha Hall, house a colossal statue of Vairocana); Hokkeji % #£5F (headquarters of
the kokubunniji [E 5} JEF state nunnery system); Toshodaiji A $2E=F

Buddhist siitras central to state Buddhism:
Lotus Siitra
Golden Light Siitra
Great Perfection of Wisdom Siitra
Flower Ornament Sitra

Buddhist art themes and image types

dharma-Sarira (the worship of the Buddha’s teachings as relics) practice

Bodhgaya image: the seated Buddha with his right hand in the earth-touching gesture
(bhitmisparsa mudra), a symbolic gesture signaling Siddhartha Gautama’s calling upon
the earth goddess to witness his victory over Mara, the Lord of Evil

bejeweled and crowned Buddha

bejeweled Buddha in earth-touching gesture

Vairocana Buddha (Buddha of Great Illumination, principal Buddha of Avatamsaka
Buddhism; Ch. Lushenafo J& <& Al f#)

Avatamsaka art

Avalokite$ara (Bodhisattva of Compassion; Ch. Guanin #5#%; J. Kannon)

transformed Avalokite§vara: Eleven-Headed Avalokitesvara, Amoghapasa, Thousand-
Armed Avalokite$vara

esoteric deities as protectors of the state

Buddha’s Assembly on Vulture Peak

Four Heavenly Kings (Ch. Sitianwang VK T-) as protectors of the country

Kichijoten 7 #£ X (Ch. Jixiangtian; Skt. Srimahadevi or S1T Laksmi), the goddess of good
fortune

relic/stlipa worship



vinaya (precepts)
ordination platforms

An Lushan Z £k 1L Rebellion (755-63)



