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Bharhut and Sanchi - two sites of early Buddhist art in India

Pala kingdom (approx. 750-1150) — kingdom in northeastern India (including present-
day states of Bihar and West Bengal) that included the “holy lands” of Buddhism
where the stories of the Buddha's life are set. Its artistic legacy was important in
Southeast Asia, Nepal, and Tibet.

Theravada Buddhism - the school of Buddhism that for centuries has been (and still
is) prevalent in Sri Lanka, Burma (Myanmar), Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia

“The Buddha” in this talk refers to Shakyamuni (Siddhartha Gautama), the “historical
Buddha” (who may or may not have been historical). Other Buddhist schools may
recognize additional buddhas such as Amitabha or Vairochana.

The “Eight Great Events” in the legendary story of the Buddha'’s life: The Birth, The
Enlightenment, The First Sermon, The Monkey's Offering, The Taming of the
Elephant Nalagiri, The Descent from Indra’s Heaven, The Miracle at Shravasti, and
The Death. (Those in italics involve miracles.) Note that all eight took place in
different towns, all of which became pilgrimage sites. Note too that the "Eight Great
Events” are somewhat different (though there is overlap) with the lists of “Eight
Miracles” in some Buddhist texts. The “Eight Great Events” as a group are depicted
much more frequently in art.

pratiharya (Sanskrit) or patihariya (Pali) — miracle, marvel, superhuman feat
e The “great miracle” (mahapratiyaharya) in which the Buddha projects
multiples of himself
e The “twin miracle” (yamakapratiharya) in which the Buddha rises into the air
and also emits fire and water from his body

The miracle of the Buddha overawing King Jambupati. In this story, which is known
in Southeast Asia but (apparently) not in India, an arrogant king tries to flaunt his
status over the Buddha. The Buddha creates a glorious city with a magnificent
palace at its center and there he takes on the guise of a supreme king. He summons
Jambupati to pay homage to him. Jambupati, humbled, does so. The Buddha favors
him with a sermon and Jambupati becomes a disciple.



Trayastrimsha (Sanskrit) or Tavatimsa (Pali) - The Heaven of the “Thirty-three” Gods,
ruled over by Indra; sometimes called “Indra’'s Heaven.” This is where the Buddha
miraculously ascends to in order to preach to his deceased mother, and then
descends from (meanwhile “opening the worlds”).

“Opening (or revealing) the worlds” (Thai: pcet lok) — At the time of the Descent the
Buddha makes it possible for the inhabitants of the heavens, the earth, and the hells
to see each other.

Some towns where miracles are supposed to have taken place:
e Kapilavastu (Sanskrit) or Kapilavatthu (Pali)
e Samkashya (Sanskrit) or Sangkassa (Pali)
e Shravasti (Sanskrit) or Savatthi (Pali)
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