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Spring 2024 Arts of Asia Lecture Series 
Echoes of the Past, Visions of the Future 

Sponsored by the Society for Asian Art 
 

Reading the Future in Verse: The Art of Bibliomancy and the Book as 
Vessel to Move through Space and Time 

Ala Ebtekar 
March 15, 2024 

 
Coelestis (after Hafiz) 
Essay by Elizabeth Rauh 
 
Safina: Journeys of Time and Space 
Essay by Sussan Babaie 
 
The Visionary Topography of Hafiz 
Essay by Daryush Shayegan 
 
Luminous Ground 
Short film by Griff and Keelan Williams 
 
References: 
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Omar Khayyam 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Nightfall by Isaac Asimov  
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Further Readings: 
 

Ardalan, Nader and Bakhtiar, Laleh.The Sense of Unity: The Sufi Tradition in 
Persian Architecture. University of Chicago Press, 1973 

Alexander, Christopher. The Nature of Order: An Essay on the Art of Building 
and the Nature of the Universe. Center for Environmental Structure, 2002 

Suhrawardi, Shihab al-Din. Philosophy of Illumination, completed in 1186.  
 
H.E. Sayeh, translated by Chad Sweeney and Mojdeh Marashi. The Art of 
Stepping Through Time: Selected Poems of H.E. Sayeh. NY: White Pine 
Press, 2011 


