Spring 2024 Arts of Asia Lecture Series
Echoes of the Past, Visions of the Future

Sponsored by the Society (o7 Asian At

The Medieval Ghost City of Ani: A UNESCO World Heritage Site
Heghnar Z. Watenpaugh
Professor of Art History, University of California, Davis
February 2, 2024

Dynasties and People:
Bagratid (Bagratuni) dynasty. Notable rulers:
King Gagik I (ruled 989-1020), patron of several churches at Ani
Queen Katramide, wife of Gagik I. completed Ani Cathedral in 1001
Seljuk Sultanate of Rum, 11®-14% century
Shaddadid dynasty, a Muslim dynasty of Kurdish origin, 951-1199
Ottoman dynasty, ca. 1299-1923.

Tigran Honents, an Armenian merchant who commissioned the Church of Saint Gregory when Ani was
under Georgian rule

Trdat (940s-1020?), Architect of Ani Cathedral. Repaired the Hagia Sophia’s dome in Constantinople

Nikolai Iakovlevich Marr (1864-1934). Director of excavations at Ani, 1904-1917 on behalf of the Imperial
Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg

Toros Toramanian (1864-1934). Ottoman-Armenian architectural historian on Marr’s excavation team.
Selected buildings and artworks:
Zoroastrian Fire Temple, one of the oldest and least understood structures at Ani

Ramparts of Ani. Several construction campaigns. The double walls in the North date from the reign of the
Bagratid King Smbat (977-989). The Lion Gate was the city’s main entrance.

Cathedral (989-1001).
Church of the Holy Redeemer (1035).

Statue of King Gagik I, presumed lost or destroyed

Church of the Holy Apostles (ca. 1031)

Mosque of Manuchihr. Ca. 11% century. Named after a ruler of the Shaddadid dynasty. Used as a museum
during the Russian excavation

Church of saint Gregory of Tigran Honents (1215)
Photographers:

Ohannes Kurkdjian (1851-1903?), photographer active in the South Caucasus and Indonesia



Ara Giiler (1928 —2018), Turkish-Armenian photographer and journalist known "the Eye of Istanbul"

Cultural heritage organizations:
World Monuments Fund, New York

Anadolu Kiiltiir, Istanbul
Further Reading:

www.virtualani.org
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