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Key terms 
 
Hui. An ethnoreligious group of Chinese-speaking Muslims, many of whom trace their ancestry 

to Arab, Persian, Mongol, and Central Asian immigrants to China over the centuries. 

Sini (“Chinese”). A calligraphic style of wriLng Arabic that is disLncLve to China, especially in 
Qur’an manuscripts. 

Qur’an. Islam’s core religious text, revealed to the prophet Muhammad (570–632 CE) in the 
ciLes of Mecca and Medina over a period of 22 years (610–632 CE). 

Ayat. A Qura’nic verse (pl. ayaat). There are a total of 6,200 verses in the Qur’an organized into 
114 chapters (sura). Verses are separated from each other with plain or ornamented circular 
verse markers. 

Sura. Chapter in the Qur’an. There are 114 chapters (sura) with varying number of verses in 
each; the shortest sura has 3 verses (ayaat) and the longest has 286 verses. All suras have a 
name and, except one, they begin with the phrase basmala (alt. bismillah), “In the name of 
Allah, the most merciful and beneficent.”  

The start of a new chapter is marked by a (typically ornamented) chapter heading which 
includes the name of the sura, the city where it was revealed (Mecca or Medina), and the 
number of its verses. 

The chapters are organized in order of descending length, that is, the longest sura is at the 
beginning of the Qur’an and the shortest sura is at the end. This recension and organizaLon 
of the Qur’an dates from the period of the third caliph Usman (r. 644-656), and this standard 
structure conLnues in use across the Muslim world today. 

Juz. SecLon of the Qur’an. In addiLon to chapters, the Qur’an is divided into 30 equal secLons 
(juz) to facilitate its recitaLon and compleLon in one lunar month, especially the month of 
Ramadan. 

Mushaf (pronounced muus-haf). A wri^en copy of the Qur’an. Typically, Qur’an manuscripts are 
bound as a single volume, in 30 parts (juz), and in variaLons thereof, such as 2-volume or 5-
volume sets. Some suras (chapters) are also bound independently. 
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Talk outline 
 
Part I. Contextualizing a Ming period Qur’an manuscript in the Asian Art Museum collecLon 

(2020.1) 

BREAK 

Part II. Contextualizing three Qing period Arabic-inscribed cloisonné vessels in the Denver Art 
Museum collecLon (1988.336A-B, 1987.248, 1989.22) 
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