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Dates 
Edo period (1615-1868) (someNmes considered 1600-1868) aka Tokugawa period 
1720: stricter censorship through booksellers’ guilds 
1721: Shogun Yoshimune liTs ban on Chn translaNons of Western books if no ChrisNanity 
1765: Suzuki Harunobu’s pictures are the first to be printed in “full color” 
 
Terms 
• shogunal government: the rule of the Tokugawa shoguns over a loose federaNon of daimyo 
domains; 1615-1868) 
• Ehon (picture book) 
• Hanpon (printed book) 
• Ukiyo-e (pictures of the floaNng world) (includes painNngs, prints, books, etc) 
• Nishiki-e (brocate pictures) refers specifically to woodblock prints printed in mulNple colors 
• Manga (idle sketches) today this means “comic” but its original meaning referred to light-
hearted sketches that do not need to have a serious purpose or a set objecNve. For example, 
the related word Mangen (idle words) refers to casually wri_en essays, memoirs, anecdotes etc. 
• shunga eroNc pictures (painted or prints) • shunpon or enpon eroNc books (usually illustrated) 
• kōshokubon Edo-period word for eroNc prints (they were repeatedly banned) 
• kusa-zōshi in the 18th-19th century, illustrated books, usually story-books or miscellanies 
 
The “Ecology” of prints in 18th- and 19th-century Japan 
What we know as ‘ukiyo-e prints’ (single-sheet prints, triptychs, etc) were just one part of a 
larger world or ‘ecology’ of commodiNes that included: illustrated ficNon (usually b/w) and 
illustrated educaNonal books; eroNc prints (both single-sheet and books); painNngs in ink and 
colors on silk and paper; oral storytelling (kōshaku, kōdan, hanashi, rakugō); kabuki and other 
types of performance; poetry (haikai, kyōka, kanshi); and the world of the brothels (Yoshiwara, 
Fukagawa etc) 
 
A_ributed to Torii Kiyomasu I, Woman Reading the Akashi Chapter of the Tale of Genji 
Hand-colored woodblock print (tan-e) 
Asian Art Museum, 2005.100.3 
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Katsushika Hokusai, Hokusai Manga (Random Sketches by Hokusai), woodblock-printed books, 
Eirakuya: 1814-1878 (last 3 vols published posthumously), 2010.190.1- 
 
The World of the Japanese Illustrated Book: The Gerhard Pulverer CollecHon 
Online resource for viewing and learning about Japanese illustrated books (ehon) 
Pulverer.si.edu 
Dr. Gerhard Pulverer: collected over 900 volumes and now in the NMAA (Freer/Sackler) 
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