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Key dynasties: 
Turk Shahi kings (660-850). Capitals Kapisa and Kabul, with other branches in central-
south Afghanistan. 
Omayyad caliphate (660-750). Capital Damascus. 
Abbasid caliphate (750-1258). Capital Baghdad.  
Hindu Shahi kings (850-1026). First capital Kabul, with other branches in central and 
south Afghanistan. 
Ghaznavids (977-1186). Capital Ghazni, from 1161 Lahore. 
 
Key figures: 
Sebuktegin (977-997) 
Mahmud (998-1030) 
 
Timeline: 
618:  the larger of the Buddhas of Bamiyan, known as the "Western Buddha" built 
(approximate year based on carbon dating) during Hephthalite rule. 
630:  the Chinese monk and scholar Xuanzang visits Balkh, reports of Buddhist 
religious buildings (convents, stupas). 
665: the Buddhist Turk Shahi dynasty is established, with capital in Kapisi near 
modern Bagram; then Kabul. 
680:  the Zunbil (Shahi) dynasty is established in modern southern Afghanistan region, 
with capital in Ghazni. 
late 7th century: Arab armies are defeated multiple times by Shahi kings 
815:  the Abbasid Caliphate defeats Turk Shahis, who convert to Islam to maintain 
power. 
850:  the Turk Shahi vizir stages a coup and overthrows the Turk Shah king.  The 
Hindu Shahi dynasty is established. 
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961:  Alptigin, a Turk general of the Samanid army, retreats to Ghazni and starts to 
rule independently. 
977:  the Turk commander Sebuktegin is acclaimed amir and establishes the 
Ghaznavid dynasty  
998:  Sebuktegin’s son Mahmud obtains power. Starts intense expansion campaigns 
towards Khurasan, central Iran, and India. 
1040:  the Ghaznavid army loses a decisive battle at Dandanqan (today Turkmenistan) 
against the Seljuq army. The defeat marks the loss of Khurasan. 
1150:  first sack of Ghazni by ‘Ala al-Din Hussain of Ghur, renamed Jahan-suz (the 
World’s Burner).  
1161: Ghazni is lost to the Ghurids. The last Ghaznavid sultan, Bahram Shah, retreats 
to Lahore. 
1186:  Bahram Shah dies, end of the Ghaznavid dynasty. 
1219-1221: Mongol invasion of Afghanistan as part of the Mongol conquest of the 
Khwarazmian Empire, resulting in thousands killed in the cities of Kabul, Kandahar, 
Jalalabad. 
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of-islam-3/ghaznavid-art-and-architecture-COM_27452  
Rugiadi Martina , "The Ghaznavid Marble Architectural Decoration: An Overview". 
Articles by the AKPIA@MIT Visiting Post-Doctoral Fellows, AKPIA@MIT (Aga Khan 
Project in Islamic Architecture, Massachusetts Institute of Technology). URL: 
http://web.mit.edu/akpia/www/articlerugiadi.pdf 
Schlumberger, Daniel, Lashkari Bazar, une Résidence royale ghaznévide et ghoride; 1A 
l’Architecture (Mémoires de la Délégation Archéologique Française en Afghanistan 18), Paris 
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Online Resources: 
https://ghazni.bdus.cloud/  

(an online archive of archaeological investigations in Ghazni; the two main sites 
are a Buddhist monastery in use until the 9th century CE, and a Ghaznavid 
palace built in 1112 CE). 

https://shahimaterialculture.univie.ac.at/ 
(a research project on the material culture of the Shahi period led by the 
University of Vienna). 


