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Formation of early states in the Korea-Manchuria region, covering six early states.

States in the North:

Chosén (#]fif). Existed by the 4™ c. BCE in the Liaodong region, but in the 3™ ¢. BCE its center
was based in the area around Pyongyang on the Taedong River (A [r]{].). Other major river
systems were the Ch’6ngch’6n (7% /1[1)) in the north and the Chaeryong (#%%%71") in the south.
Choson was destroyed by the Chinese Han empire in 108 BCE and its territories were
incorporated as commanderies, the principal being Lelang (3% f1)). Much misinformation is
circulating concerning the early Choson polity.

Puyé (2 f4). Formed ca. 3™ c. BCE in central Jilin Province, China, and controlled territories
spanning central Jilin and the northeastern part of Liaoning. Its capital was at the Dongtuanshan
(%< [11L1) site in Jilin City on the north-flowing Songhua River (FA7£YL). Puyd’s southwestern
territories centered on the Dongliao River (%<1LJ]). Puyd became a dependency of Koguryd in
the latter half of the 4™ century.

Koguryd (1511 #£). Formed in the 1% ¢. BCE in the Huanren 81~ region of Liaoning with an
early base on the Hun River (7%YI.). Around 200 CE its capital shifted to Ji’an (% %) in southern
Jilin with its base on the Yalu River (fl5#£7[.). Koguryd’s state development occurred primarily
during its middle period when its capital was at Ji’an. In 427 the capital was moved again to
Pyongyang near the site of the old capital of Choson on the Taedong River, a region that
Kogury6 had occupied after it destroyed Lelang Commandery in 313. Koguryo remained based at
Pyongyang until the state was destroyed by Tang and Silla in 668.

States in the South:

Paekche ([ 7%). The state formed ca. late 3" to early 4™ centuries on the Han River (%{1") in
Seoul. Its predecessor may have been Paekche ({F1i#5 ), one of the 54 minor polities comprising
the Mahan (5 ##) confederation in the southwestern part of the peninsula. Paekche’s first capital
of Hansong was probably the P’ungnap walled site (JA#} +-J5k) on the southern bank of the Han
River, with early elite burials at the nearby Sokch’on-dong (f14+1li) site. Koguryd’s southern
expansion forced Paekche to move its capital southward to modern Kongju (Ungjin) in 475. The
capital was moved again in 538 to Puyd (Sabi) on the Kitm River (#771.), where it remained until
it was destroyed by Tang and Silla in 660.

Silla (F74f). Formed as a state from the late 4™ c. in the Kydngju region of the southeastern
peninsular coast. Its capital was called Ktimsong <%, (modern Kydngju), where it remained until
the state’s destruction in the early tenth century. The early palace complex was at Panwol-song
(4P J13%). There were no major river systems in the area in which the state formed, but it
benefitted from its geographical isolation surrounded by mountains and coast. Silla elite tombs
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were massive mounds of stone and earth, many of which remained undisturbed until the past
century, excavations yielding examples of Silla artistic achievements, including gold crowns.

e Kaya ({lifif). Formed ca. 4™ c. as a confederation of minor polities in the former Pydnhan region;
some scholars refer to it as a confederated state, but this is somewhat problematic. The early
center was the Klimgwan Kaya (<5 'F7 {ll{if) polity at modern Kimhae, probably the site of the
earlier Kuya polity of Pyonhan. The polities comprising the early Kaya confederation
concentrated in the Naktong River (3% %{].) basin. An early elite cemetery is the Taesong-dong
(N H) site in Kimhae. The later base of the confederation was at Greater Kaya (A /i) in
Koryong. Kaya was gradually absorbed by Paekche and Silla, until Silla annexed what was left of
it in 562.
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