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Chronology of mainland Southeast Asia

widespread use of pottery.

Time Period Dates

Neolithic Period: introduction of agricultural Approx. 2200 to 1600 BC

communities and widespread appearance of

sedentary villages. Frequently associated with *Some Vietnamese archaeologists use the term

and Middle Holocene, associated with the
Hoabinhian culture.

Bronze Age: introduction of copper/bronze Approx. 2000-1000* to 500 BC
metallurgy

the introduction of bronze technology.

Iron Age: introduction of iron technology and Approx. 500 BC— AD 500
widespread contact with South Asia

Protohistoric period: associated with foreign written | Early to mid 1* millennium AD
documents and emerging indigenous inscriptions

Important Terms and Sites

Angkor or Khmer Empire/Civilization: Major regional power in mainland Southeast Asia from
the 9-15" centuries CE. The capital was located on the edge of the Tonle Sap Lake floodplain.
Khmer refers to the major ethnolinguistic group in Cambodia.

Angkor Borei, Cambodia: Major protohistoric period site located in Cambodia’s Mekong Delta.
Believed to be an important center or possibly inland capital of the Funan polity.

Dongson Drums: Bronze drums associated with the Dongson culture (Approx. 600 BCE — 200
CE) in the Red River area of northern Vietnam and widely traded in mainland and island
Southeast Asia.

Funan: Kingdom or polity referred to in Chinese historic documents believed to be located in the
Mekong Delta region of Cambodia and Vietnam. Associated with the sites of Angkor Borei,
Cambodia and Oc Eo, Vietnam

Jade/Nephrite ornaments: Greenstone ornaments, especially earrings, that were widely traded
in mainland and Island Southeast Asia during the Iron Age period. The raw materials for the
ornaments were believed to have been traded from Taiwan (Hung et al. 2007).

Mekong River/Mekong Delta: Major river that flows through parts of Myanmar, Laos,
Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Major tributaries include the Tonle Sap River in Cambodia
and the Mun River in Thailand. Branches into a delta system around Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
which spreads into southern Cambodia and Vietnam.

Monsoon Weather Patterns: Seasonal wind patterns in South and Southeast Asia that impacts
climate, but also would have facilitated sailing across the Bay of Bengal. The Southwest
Monsoon brings winds from India towards Southeast Asia from May to October/November and
associated with the rainy season in Southeast Asia. The Northeast Monsoon brings winds from

Neolithic to extend as far back as the late Pleistocene

*There is considerable debate regarding the timing of




Southeast Asia towards India and associated with the dry season in November/December through
March/April.

e Oc Eo, Vietnam: Major protohistoric period site located in Vietham’s Mekong Delta. Believed
to be an important center or possibly capital of the Funan polity.

e South China Sea: Part of the western Pacific Ocean that connects the western and southern parts
of the Indochinese peninsula, Taiwan, and parts of island Southeast Asia. Several coastal sites in
mainland and island Southeast Asia were likely connected through South China Sea trade
networks.

Further Reading

Carter, Alison Kyra, and Nam C. Kim
2017  Globalization at the Dawn of History: The Emergence of Global Cultures in the Mekong and Red
River Deltas. In The Routledge Handbook of Archaeology and Globalization, edited by Tamar Hodos, pp.
730-750. Routledge, New York.

Carter, Alison Kyra
2015 Beads, Exchange Networks and Emerging Complexity: A Case Study from Cambodia and
Thailand (500 BCE - CE 500). Cambridge Archaeological Journal 25(04):733-757.
10.1017/50959774315000207

Carter, Alison Kyra, Laure Dussubieux, Miriam T. Stark, and H. Albert Gilg
2021  Angkor Borei and Protohistoric Trade Networks: A View from the Glass and Stone Bead
Assemblage. Asian Perspectives 60(1):32-70. https://doi.org/10.1353/as1.2020.0036

Coe, Michael D., and Damian Evans
2018  Angkor and the Khmer Civilization, Second Edition. Thames & Hudson, New York.

Hung, Hsiao-Chun, Yoshiyuki Lizuka, Peter Bellwood, Kim Dung Nguyen, Berenice Bellina, Praon Silapanth,

Eusebio Dizon, Rey Santiago, Ipoi Datan, and Jonathan Manton
2007  Ancient Jades map 3000 years of prehistoric exchange in Southeast Asia. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences 104(50):19745-19750.

Lavy, Paul
2003  As in Heaven, So on Earth: The Politics of Visnu, Siva, and Harihara Images in Preangkorian
Khmer Civilisation. Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 34(1):21-39.

Lustig, Eileen
2011  Using Inscription Data to Investigate Power in Angkor’s Empire. Aséanie 27:35-66.

Lustig, E., D. Evans, and N. Richards
2007  Words across Space and Time: An Analysis of Lexical Items in Khmer Inscriptions, Sixth--
Fourteenth Centuries CE. Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 38(01):1-26. 10.1017/S0022463406000919

Stark, Miriam T.
2006  Early Mainland Southeast Asian Landscapes in the First Millennium A.D. Annual Review in
Anthropology 35:407-432.

Stark, Miriam T., and Shawn Fehrenbach
2019  Earthenware Ceramic Technologies of Angkor Borei, Cambodia. Udaya, Journal of Khmer
Studies 19:109-135.

Stark, Miriam T., and Pierre-Yves Manguin
2021 Mainland Southeast Asia’s Earliest Kingdoms and the Case of “Funan”. In The Oxford Handbook
of Early Southeast Asia, edited by Charles F. W. Higham, and Nam C. Kim, pp. 655-677. Oxford
University Press, New York.

Vickery, Michael
1998  Society, Economics, and Politics in Pre-Angkor Cambodia. The 7th and 8th Centuries.
The Centre for East Asian Cultural Studies for Unesco, Tokyo.



< Key Sites

1. Oc Eo
2. Angkor Borei
Pyu Samon Dong Son 3. Angkor (capital)
Culture yanma Culture Culture
"\.\ Plain of Jars A
) .\‘
> \
|
| ! NE Thailand
-, /| Moated Earthwork Sites
Mon \ .
Cultur \ Thaland .~ "N —
/' / hi L \
M e \\ > \
Andaman N SO e \
Sea ) =/
\‘. ol : l
Chao Phraya ( - > Vo ! j
River Valley | «P W % 2 o] R
Sites - \ Gulf of* %o«/ 0 ¥
Pre-Dvaravati/ : \! uf of ’9"‘ IR /o
and Dvaravti P Rhalland > T, ~.\__,/0’$e Sa Huynh/
may extend i’ 3 "\ \ C W Cham
into NE Thailand | : . W
\ \ 7 aco® Culture
\ i Memot
Peninsular \ i Funan Circular
. [ H
Thai/Malay |\ Earthworks
Sites \
\
N ~

¥ 200km

| N ]

Map of key sites and bodies of water in mainland Southeast Asia.
Dashed ovals represent approximate territory of culture areas




