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N b—rings the

uspicious conclusion

® But Hsi-men’s escalc |l as Chin-lien’s jealous anger, mar

the birth with omens of his inqusicious end...which indeed comes in Ch. 59




nd fame are

® This heay is son, “Official Brother”;

his father’s sexual indul impair the health of his progeny, who

remains in fragile health, vulnerable to fright & illness, throughout his short life




civil &
ative

. Grea’rly feared Ming Dynasty, especially under the
1s* 3 emperors, and then later in the Jiajing & Wanli eras (1522-1620)




N I 4 o e W
O SEENAIRRAN
D, 5l

L
‘v‘rf.
_.s

s "

%
A
X




; 4‘«.‘<.//"z I
= @\
9







REHHET BRHBERBRYS

& R M%

/
w



ght future as
the wife marries the military

officer Chou Hsiu (the >hysiognomist to tell everyone’s

fortune in Chap. 28) after being expelled from the household by Yue-niang




: she is
and Chunmei,
able, often severe

bec:’rings the k ‘bal abuse by nearly all

®* Not only is autumn “autumnal”, the chrysanthemum is associated with funerals




3 and Hui-lien

® This succession o has been prefigured in Yue-

niang’s remark (in Ch. 26) that he has become a “benighted ruler” (hunjun), drunk on j>

power and incapable of restraining himself...a charge repeated later, too. T‘f




arbor, in contrast to

P’ing-e ivilion”: grapes (the word is

bac ociated with the far west (even now,

Xinjiang grapes are considered the best, and indeed usually are)




= b‘ ey 71 28)
® Ch’'un-mei e‘erge as centre ter (Cl .'22; 27, 28, 29)
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