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Video is a mercurial medium for two reasons: it is made of electrons, and it flows easily among
media and art forms, taking their shapes. | will explain the material basis of digital video and
discuss how video’s aesthetics respond to the medium. As a time-based medium, video is
inherently narrative, and its indexical quality means it is always witnessing. Across the wide
continent of Asia, artists have taken up this technological art form in a variety of ways, often
adapting video’s mercurial nature to indigenous aesthetics. We will see that different modes of
video presentation, such as in theaters, in galleries, and online, rely on different configurations
of institutional support and require skillful dealing with governments, institutions, and
audiences both within and beyond their countries, including Western audiences. We will take a
detour into the politics of biennial exhibitions. Then it’s off to the main course: a tour of the
many ingenious video movements and organizations across Asia that over the last 20 years
have fostered what | call “cinematic friendships.” We will zoom in on a few of these groups, in
Tokyo, Beijing, Shanghai, Jakarta, Mumbai, Almaty, Tehran, Damascus, and Beirut, and
appreciate some of the surprising and beautiful artworks they have fostered.
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