JIN PING MEI,
CHAPTERS 11- 15

Eunuchs & Imperlal Kinsmen
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A Marriage Fate to Awaken the World
(ca. 1640-60)
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Wei Zhongxian Zi 5 & (1568-1627)




BB RTE (1627) (Preface to a
novel about Wei Zhongxian)
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Longevity Hairpins =&
(excavated from Wanh Emperor’'s tomb)
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Wealth—Sex
&

Li P’'ing-erh has amassed a collection of jewelry from her first husband Privy
Councilor Liang Shih-chieh (Ts’ai Ching’s son-in-law), then from Eunuch Director Hua

“Hua Tzu-hsu” could be translated as “Spending Down to Zero”: he expends both his
money and his vitality in the Quarter, neglecting to safeguard his patrimony

The links between money and sexual desire are made most forcefully in the
demimonde: none of its denizens is at all shy about their mercenary motives

Hua Tzu-hsu’s “sweetheart” in the Quarter, Wu Yin-erh, literally means “no [silver]
money”

The "ten friends” have no compunction stealing items from Kuei-chieh as they leave,
including even the pins out of her hair as the party breaks up
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Foreshadowing (fubi tA &)
Incremental Repetition (fan 32)

Hsi-men Ch'’ing’s affair with P’ing-erh lays the groundwork for his subsequent nearly
simultaneous aggrandizement in the sexual, economic, & political realms

Chou Hsiu, a military official, is mentioned (p. 240) in the same breath as Chin-lien’s
maid Ch’un-mei: they will eventually marry after the deaths of her master & mistress

Chin-lien takes Hsi-men Ch’ing to task for his philandering, cutting him down to size
so that he shrinks “like a dwarf” (p. 269): P’ing-erh will soon marry a diminutive
doctor whom she repeatedly curses as a “three-inch mulberry” like Elder Wu

After purchasing Hua Tzu-hsu’s home, Hsi-men Ch’ing has it demolished to make
room for an expansion of his garden (which is completed just as P’'ing-erh enters the

household as his sixth wife in Ch. 20) (p. 295)

The page boys serve both female & male masters sexually: Ch’'in-t’'ung is the first in
a succession of such characters who complement/vie with female servants



“Crafty Writing” M 18115
Commentary of Zhang Zhupo

“In preparation for Li P’'ing-erh, the author first inserts Li Kuei-chieh, to cast a
spotlight on Hsi-men Ch’ing’s voracious and inexhaustible sexual appetite”

“Writing, like people, comes in pairs” (Ch’un-mei and Chin-lien)

“P’ing-erh’s seduction of Hsi-men should be read aside Chin-lien’s of same, but
P’ing-erh wins him with her [feigned] silliness and simplicity...We see her lust not
directly, but through the eyes of her maid Ying-ch’un, and through Chin-lien as she
peruses the imperial pornography scroll”

"Yue-niang is like a needle wrapped in a cotton ball, ‘soft but very evil’. This is
evident from how she willingly joins in the transfer of P’ing-erh’s chests over the wall
and into her own quarters.”



