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® The resolution of the complications that arise from these misdeeds also typically involves some
legal, political, or medical intervention, which impedes the workings of karmic retribution, time

and again, until the chickens finally come home to roost at the end of the novel




he capital

of a series of eunuchs who

are allied and ri xus of corruption that includes many

imperial relatives (huangqin or guoqi), & extends from the capital city outward
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® In any disputes 1al clan members were

favored over “distaff” relatives (of a different surname), hence Chang the

Fourth’s disadvantage in his fight with Auntie Yang
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after Chin-lien’s body

most trusted confidante, because she is never a

rival for Hsi-men’s attention; her easygoing temperament contrasts with the
other wives, who tend to bicker over sex, money, servants, real estate...
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sexuality (:

“Money” (cai) is also entangled with sex (as in silver /golden hairpins); get-togethers of

the wives/relatives not infrequently end in arguments and bursts of “anger” (qgi)




e garden

® This sligl s story: her own

garden is “. oriat o an expanded and very opulent

garden by Hsi-men; it becomes the central locus of the novel, where many of

the sexual scandals and other misdeeds of family members take place
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