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Qajar Period- Persia 
1848 Nasir al-Din Shah 
1896 Mozaffar al-Din Shah 
1905 Constitutional Revolution. Parliament established. Shah signed constitution 
in 1906.  
 
Pahlavi Period -Persia / Iran 
1921 February - Military commander Reza Khan seizes power. 
1926 April - Reza Khan crowned Reza Shah Pahlavi. 
1935 - Iran is adopted as the country's official name. 
1941 - Anglo-Russian occupation of Iran and the deposition of the Reza Shah in 
favour of his son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. 
1951 April - Parliament votes to nationalize the oil industry, dominated by the 
British-owned Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (BP since 1900) 
1953 August - Prime Minister Mossadeq is overthrown in a coup engineered by 
the British and US intelligence services.  
1963 January - The Shah launches the 'White Revolution' program of land 
reform and social and economic modernization. Leans on SAVAK secret police to 
control opposition movements. 
1978 September - The Shah's policies alienate the clergy and his authoritarian 
rule leads to riots, strikes and mass demonstrations. Martial law is imposed. 
 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
1979 January – Mass demonstration force Shah into exile. 
 
1979 February - Islamic clerical opposition leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
returns from 14 years of exile in Iraq and France. 
 
1979 April - The Islamic Republic of Iran is proclaimed following a referendum. 
 
1979 November - Islamic militants take 52 Americans hostage inside the US 
embassy in Tehran. They demand the extradition of the Shah, in the US at the 
time for medical treatment, to face trial in Iran. 
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