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States/Periods 
Tang Dynasty (618–907 CE) 
Tibetan (Tubo 吐蕃) Empire (7th–9th c.) 
Kocho/Qocho (mid 9th–mid 12th c., vassalized by the Kara Khitai) 
Five Dynasties (907–960) 
Song Dynasty (960–1279)  
Tangut Empire (1038–1227) 
 
Silk Road Sites 
Hexi 河西 Corridor 
Dunhuang 敦煌 
Karakhoto 
Mogao 莫高 Grottoes 
Yulin 榆林 Grottoes 
Tarim Basin 
Taklamakan Desert 
Bezeklik Grottoes 
Kizil Grottoes 
 
Deities and Historical Figures 
Amitābha, Amitāyus buddhas 
Avalokiteśvara bodhisattva 
Mahāsthāmaprāpta bodhisattva 
Yinlu 引路 bodhisattva 
Shandao (Shan T’ao) 善導 (613–631) 
 
Other terms 
jingtu 淨土: pure land 
Sukhāvatī: Land of Bliss; the western pure land 
buddhānusmṛti/nianfo 念佛: chanting the name, recalling the characteristics of the Buddha 
bianwen 變文: “transformation tales,” a medieval literary genre 
bianxiang 變相: “transformation tableaus,” a medieval pictorial genre 
laiying tu 來迎圖: “coming to welcome,” a Pure Land pictorial genre 
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