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This lecture explores the historical development of Daoism (Taoism) from a late Bronze 
Age (5th century BCE) philosophy to a fully-fledged religion in the late Han dynasty (2nd 
century CE), the paradoxical nature of Daoist thought and belief (e.g., a religion with a 
huge pantheon but no supreme being), Daoist cosmology, the early origins of the cults 
of sacred mountains and the emergence of such early Daoist deities as Taishang laojun 
(the deified sage Laozi) and Xiwangmu (Queen Mother of the West), the relationship of 
Daoist art to Buddhist art, Daoist ritual, talismanic calligraphy, the Daoist pantheon, 
Daoist architecture, the relationship between Daoism and Chinese popular religion, 
divine manifestations of the yin (feminine) force, Daoist perfected beings (adepts or 
immortals) in myth and history, alchemy (in both its outer = wai [chemical] and inner = 
nei [visualized] forms), and the relationship of Daoism to Chinese landscape painting. 
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