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c. 7000-2600 BCE: Mehrgarh culture in what is today Pakistan; agricultural communities that are 
precursors to and that display cultural continuity with the Indus Valley Civilization. 
 
c. 2600-1900 BCE: Indus Valley Civilization, advanced urban phase.  Some have speculated that 
the roots of Jainism may be traceable to the culture of this civilization. 
 
c. 1900-1000 BCE: Early Vedic period; Indo-European culture becomes predominant in northern 
India. 
 
c. 1000-600 BCE: Second urbanization of India in the Ganges river valley.  Rise of the shramana 
movement; composition of the earliest Upanishads. 
 
877-777 BCE: Traditional dates of Parshvanath, twenty-third Tirthankar of Jainism 
 
599-527 BCE: Traditional dates of Mahavir, twenty-fourth Tirthankar of Jainism. 
 
499-427 BCE: Alternate possible dates of Mahavir, who was a contemporary of the Buddha. 
 
c. 200 BCE-400 CE: Jain presence in Mathura, northern India; Jain stupas built. 
 
c. 100-200 CE: Likely period of Digambar-Shvetambar schism. 
 
981: Carving of the great monument of Bahubali at Shravana Belgola, in Karnataka, southern 
India. 
 
1000-1200: Period of major Jain temple construction in northwestern India, including the temple 
to Adinath (the first Tirthankar) at Mount Abu (1032), to Neminath (twenty-second Tirthankar) at 
Mount Girnar (1128), and to Adinath at Mount Shatrunjaya (1154) 
 
1400-present: Emergence of aniconic Jain reform movements (such as the Sthanakavasis) and of 
mystically oriented reform movements (such as the Kanji Svami Panth). 
 
Tirthankar: ‘Ford-Maker’; one of twenty-four beings that appear in a cosmic epoch to show others 
the path to liberation from the cycle of rebirth 
 
Digambar and Shvetambar: the two main divisions of the Jain community, named for the clothing 
worn (or in the case of the Digambars, not worn) by their ascetic practitioners.  Shvetambar means 
‘white-clad’ and Digambar means ‘sky-clad.’ 
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