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Goal of Lecture

To explore a single masterpiece in the Asian Art Museum Collection from
numerous perspectives, including the historical and religious purpose of the work,
its importance as a representative of the Pala School of Indian sculpture, and the
materials and techniques involved in its creation.

Vocabulary and Terms
Pala Dynasty (8th-12t century, eastern India and Bangladesh)
Sakyamuni Buddha (historical Buddha of our era)
Mara (“Death,” the enemy of the Buddha)
Mara Vijaya (Buddha'’s victory over Mara)
Bodh Gaya (Site in eastern India where Mara Vijaya occurred)
Bodhi tree (Location at Bodh Gaya where Mara Vijaya occurred)
Buddhism (the moral, ethical system that is the Buddha's legacy)
Samsara (the world of illusion in which we dwell)
Karma (our actions, good or bad, as determinants of our progress)
Nirvana (the ultimate goal of Buddhism; to escape samsara)
Four Noble Truths (the principles underpinning Buddhist teachings)
Eightfold Path (the method by which we can escape samsara and attain

nirvana)
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