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Systems of fashion reflect social norms. This lecture will discuss what Tang dynasty
historical documents say about clothing, and explain what these texts imply about the
beliefs and values of the authors. The lecture will investigate conflicts about clothing
revealed by the documents and identify the anxieties about hierarchy, gender, and
ethnicity these conflicts expose. The talk will include specific examples of conflicts over
fashion in the context of Tang society and culture, illustrated with examples from the art
and archaeological record of the period.

Dates, Places, Texts, Terms, and Objects

Tang Dynasty (618 — 907 CE)

An Lushan Rebellion (755 — 756)

Chang’an

The Silk Roads

“Treatise on Vehicles and Clothing” in the “Old Tang History” and “New Tang History”
“lllustrations to the Three Ritual Classics”

Omen Texts

Tang Law Code

Tang Poetry

Hufu #A ik (Barbarian Dress)

Yufu %Mk (Vehicles and Clothing)

Tang funerary goods, ceramic and metal, from the Asian Art Museum collection
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