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Brief Overview 
 
The history of Chinese art represents 5,000 years of illustrious uninterrupted artistic creation and 
expression. China has given to the world some of the most venerable art forms known to humanity, 
including calligraphy (shū fǎ, 书法) and ancient Chinese painting (guó huà, 国画). The extensive 
chronology of art production in China suggests that avant-garde Chinese art was born in 1979. Since then 
the field of contemporary Chinese art (zhōng guó xiàndài yìshù, 中国现代艺术) has emerged as one of 
the most compelling and provocative areas in the sphere of international art. The diversified work of 
contemporary Chinese artists references the ancient aesthetic traditions of China while reflecting the 
remarkable transformations happening in all facets of Chinese society today.  
 
Historical Periods 
 
Wu Hung, a distinguished scholar and leading authority on both traditional and contemporary Chinese art, 
classifies four distinct phases in the development of Chinese art post-Cultural Revolution (1966-1976): 
 
1979 – 1984 | the emergence of unofficial art around China  
1985 – 1989 | the ’85 Art New Wave movement & “China/Avant-Garde” exhibition of 1989 
1990 – 1993 | post ’89 period and the internationalization of Chinese art 
1994 – late 1990’s and beyond | strong domestic turn, widespread changes in Chinese society, art as a 
social and cultural critique  
 
Select Resources 
 
Yishu (Journal of Contemporary Chinese Art) http://yishu-online.com/ 
LEAP (international art magazine of contemporary China) http://www.leapleapleap.com/ 
Randian (promotes independent cultural and artistic debate in China) http://www.randian-online.com/ 
Asia Art Archive (extensive material archive that reflects contemporary artistic practice and 
developments of Asia) http://www.aaa.org.hk/ 
Artshare (global online platform dedicated to the exhibition and sale of contemporary Chinese art) 
http://www.artshare.com/ 
ChinaFile (online magazine published by the Center on U.S.-China Relations at Asia Society dedicated to 
promoting the conversation about China) http://www.chinafile.com/ 
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