Arts of Asia Lecture Series Fall 2017
Art on the Move Across Asia and Beyond - Part [
Cponsored by The Society (07 Asian Ast

Emulation and Distinction: China in the Art of Japan, ca. 700-

1200 CE
Kristopher Kersey
University of Richmond, Virginia

6 October 2017
Chronology
Tang dynasty, 618-907 Nara period, 710-794
Song dynasty, 960-1279 Heian period, 794-1185/1192
Agents

Emperor Shomu (701-756)

Empress Koken/Shotoku (718-770)

Sugawara no Michizane (845-903)

Sei Shonagon, author of The Pillow Book, ca. 1002
Murasaki Shikibu, author of The Tale of Genji, ca. 1008
Saicho (767-822), founder of the Tendai sect

Kiikai (774-835), founder of the Shingon sect
Emperor GoShirakawa (1127-1192)

Objects from the Asian Art Museum
Miniature Pagoda, approx. 765-770. Japan; Nara prefecture. Wood, ink, and paper

The Buddhist Deity Achala Vidyaraja (Fudd Myoo), 1000-1100. Japan. Colors on wood

Female Shinto Spirit, approx. 1100-1200. Japan. Wood with traces of pigment

Life of the Great Master Koba of Mount Koya (Koya Daishi Gyojo-zue), Volume 4, 1400-1500. Ink & colors on paper
Standing Brahma (Bonten) and Standing Indra (Taishakuten), Nara period, 710-794. Hollow dry lacquer

Additional Key Works
The Shosoin Repository, commissioned 756

Seiryaji Shaka, a statue made in 985 in Song China; imported to Japan thereafter

Nishi-Honganji Version of the Anthology of the Thirty-Six Poets (Nishi-Honganji-bon Sanjirokuninkasha), ca. 1112
Japanese and Chinese Poems to Sing, Ashide Version (Ashide shita-e Wakan roeisha), 1160

Taira Family Sttras (Heike nokyo), ca. 1164

Key Terms
Tsugigami - (lit., "joined papers"), a form of collage



Wa-Kan paradigm - a binary used in aesthetic discourse

Yamato-e vs. Kara-e - "Pictures of Yamato" and “Pictures of Kara/Tang"
Karamono - Japanese term for treasured items imported from the continent
Ashide - (lit., "reed writing"), a genre of calligraphy with pictorial elements
Fukinuki-yatai - (lit., "blown-off roof"), an aerial perspectival system
Tsukuri-e - (lit., "built-images”), a polychrome painting technique
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