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Key Topics
Islamic Textiles, Technology, and Trade Our English textile terminology reflects trade in luxury
textiles from the Islamic world:
e.g. damask, muslin, calico, taffeta, chintz, khaki, cashmere, caftan, shawl, pajama Textile
functions: architecture/furnishings, clothing/fashion, containers, animal control Products of
technology; objects of trade; cultural artifacts; works of art Tiraz and khila; Yemeni ikat Figural
silks and textile patterns Court and commerce; trade and diplomacy Oriental carpets and Islamic
textiles: luxury in a commercial world Meaning and metaphor; textiles and technology Opulence
and extravagance Ottoman caftans; Persian velvets
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