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This illustrated lecture will focus on a unique work of graphic story-telling, first 
created in 1927 by the fine artist, Henry Yoshitaka Kiyama (木山義喬). Published in 
San Francisco in 1931 under the title of Manga Yonin Shosei (漫画四人書生), or 
“The Four Students Manga” it is arguably one of the first graphic novels or even 
comic books published in North America.  

Key Names and Terms 

Henry (Yoshitaka) Kiyama 
Manga (Japanese word for comics and cartoons) 
Shosei (student intellectuals) 
George McManus  
San Francisco Art Institute 
Immigration Act of 1924 

Key Works Shown 

Manga Yonin Shosei (漫画四人書生), (San Francisco: Kiyama Yoshitaka Gashitsu, 
1931).  
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